Right Hon. the Earl of Rosebery, K.G.
determines   and   consolidates   his   future   life:   he marries the only child of Baron Meyer Rothschild, whose immense fortune and large estates she had •"^         already inherited.
The marriage, though not unexpected, provoked eager discussion (especially among people whom it did not in the least concern), and it was, perhaps, not viewed on either side with entire satisfaction. It was the fourth case of a Rothschild marrying out of her community; and the Jewish Chronicle was moved to an Article which opened with " Alas ! what degeneracy do we behold ! " Nor were the riches and the noble qualities of the bride altogether sufficient to overcome the earlier prejudices of the bridegroom's family. The old Duke of Cleveland was congratulated on the brilliant match his stepson was making. " Thank you," was the cautious reply of the venerable aristocrat; " 15do not know the young lady personally ; but *I am told that the family is well-to-do in the City." And a certain sense of incongruity was perhaps not absent from the couple themselves. Lady Rosebery may have resented the fact that scarcely any of her family attended the Church of England service, and Lord Rosebery's family did not, I believe, overcrowd the synagogue. But how-
4                ever   the   alliance   was   regarded   from   outside,   it
resulted in a union of unalloyed and unceasing happiness; and when, twelve years later, Lady
|                 Rosebery  succumbed  to  typhoid  fever,   her  death
dealt a blow from which her husband never wholly recovered; and left a blank which it never occurred to him to fill.
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In 1880 came the Midlothian Campaign, and in what was perhaps the hour of Mr. Gladstone's greatest
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